
*** FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE *** 
  

 
Terrain Biennial 2019  

October 1st - November 17th 

Opening weekend: October 4th - 7th, 2019 

https://terrainexhibitions.org/  

  

Launch Party 
August 29th 7 - 9pm at Aspect/Ratio 

864 N Ashland Ave, Chicago, IL 60622  

Tickets: http://buytickets.at/terrain  

  

Terrain Exhibitions is excited to announce the upcoming Terrain Biennial 2019, opening October 

1st, 2019! This year’s Terrain Biennial has over 200 artists and locations—and is still growing! 

Terrain Exhibitions will launch the Biennial with a party at Aspect/Ratio in Chicago’s West Town 

gallery district on August 29th, 2019. For tickets and more information click here: 

http://buytickets.at/terrain.  

The Terrain Biennial is an international festival of site-specific public art made for front yards, 

balconies, and porches produced by Terrain Exhibitions. The 2019 Terrain Biennial will open on 

October 1st and runs until November 17th, 2019. 

Terrain Exhibitions launched a GoFundMe campaign to raise funds for operating costs related to 

the Biennial, the new Terrain Residency program, and its first year as a nonprofit organization. For 

more information on the campaign click here:  

https://www.gofundme.com/terrain-exhibitions-founding-fund  
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Emily Hermant, Terrain Biennial 2015 

  
Focus: 

The theme of this year’s Terrain Biennial, the topology of our moment, asks us to take stock of 

the landscape that people are living in today. What is the terrain that we occupy? The 

environment that has been built? Artists and hosts are invited to reflect upon the ways in which 

our environment changes us and how we are changing it. 

 

About:  

Terrain Exhibitions is a 501c3 nonprofit arts organization with the mission to organize and produce 

the Terrain Biennial and facilitate the Terrain Residency in Springfield, Illinois. 



 

As a fledgling nonprofit we have already identified over 200 artists and locations for this year’s 

Terrain Biennial. With this and Terrain's artist residency we are off to a flying start!  

The Terrain Biennial will take place everywhere! The Biennial has centers in Oak Park, Chicago, 

Evanston, Portland (Maine), Lubbock (Texas), Peoria, Springfield, Oakland, Los Angeles, Dhaka 

(Bangladesh), London (UK), and more! - check out Terrain Biennial Locations for the full list. 

Terrain Exhibitions also partners with the Springfield Arts Association to co-sponsor the Terrain 

Residency in Springfield, IL. The 2019 resident artists Morgan Rose Free and Carla Fisher Schwartz 

are currently producing work to be exhibited as part of the upcoming Biennial.  

  

 

Iris Bernblum, Terrain 2015 
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History: 

Founded in October 2011 by artist Sabina Ott and educator John Paulett, Terrain Exhibitions was a 

public exhibition space in Oak Park, IL. Terrain Exhibitions featured interventions into the 

conventional landscape of a front yard. Contemporary artists were invited to create site-specific 

projects challenging the space between public and private, decoration and function, figure and 

ground. 

Terrain Exhibitions differed from many other alternative art platforms in that the artworks were 

accessible 24 hours a day, year-round. Visitors, neighbors, teachers, school children, and their 

parents were exposed to challenging contemporary art, which offered the experience of discovery 

and surprise to the community. Terrain Exhibitions exhibited work that expanded the audience of an 

artwork and the function of the front yard. 

  

The Terrain Biennial grew out of Terrain Exhibitions. In the summer of 2013 Sabina launched the 

Terrain Biennial by inviting her neighbors in Oak Park to share her passion for art and to host artists 

themselves. Since then, the Terrain Biennial has grown into a huge public arts festival spanning 

numerous locations across the world. Over the past six years, hundreds of artists and hosts have 

generously collaborated on the Biennial to create something truly special. 

  

 

Erin Hayden, Terrain Biennial 2017 



  

In the spring of 2018, Sabina established Terrain Exhibitions as a 501c3 nonprofit arts organization 

with the mission to organize and produce the Terrain Biennial, administer the Terrain Residency in 

Springfield, Illinois and advocate for making public art from private spaces. 

  

When Sabina passed away in the summer of 2018, she left behind an ambitious and innovative 

legacy spanning three editions of the Terrain Biennial and countless artist projects at her home in 

Oak Park, Illinois. 

  

 

Jenny Kendler, Terrain Biennial 2017 

  

Questions? 
If you have questions about the Terrain Biennial and want to learn more please email us at 

info@terrainexhibitions.org or click on our FAQ or How to Terrain pages. 

https://terrainexhibitions.org/faq
https://terrainexhibitions.org/how-to-terrain

